Histiocytic Disorders of Children and Adults is the first and only comprehensive reference book to cover the pathogenesis, clinical features and management of these rare and complex disorders. The book is divided into 21 chapters: the first provides a concise overview, followed by 13 chapters describing Langerhans cell histiocytosis (LCH) and four chapters covering primary and secondary haemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis. There are also useful chapters about the non-LCHs and malignancies of the monocyte/macrophage system. I felt the final chapter, about psychosocial aspects, was out of place in such a book.
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The main strengths of the book are its breadth, in particular the inclusion of adults as well as children; the fact that it is written by experts in the field with a wealth of direct personal experience of the disorders; and the clarity of the text. The book is also well laid out and referenced, most of the chapters citing papers up to and including 2004. There is a moderate amount of overlap in the information provided by linked chapters; however, I think this is a virtue since the book will mainly be dipped into and read as individual chapters rather than from cover to cover. The quality of the photomicrographs and X-rays was generally very high, but the duplication of more than 40 of the figures (which were presented both in colour and black and white in different sections of the book) was irritating and incomprehensible.
I think this book would make a very useful addition to departmental libraries -particularly for paediatric haematologists/oncologists -but would also be a relevant reference work for paediatric transplant units and haematology departments; it is likely to be too specialised for most individual clinician's needs.
